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Humanitarian Update 

 
At this stage the humanitarian community is not involved in this r  
egistration process, as it still has no access to South Waziristan and is  

therefore unable to carry out assessment missions to determine whether 
the ba sic facilities and services allowing a safe and sustained return are 
present in the area. Moreover, the humanitarian community has only 

limited access to the IDP hosting areas of Dera Ismail Khan and Tank to 
assess whether  
returns will be voluntary, safe a nd dignified and in line with the agreed 
Returns Policy Framework signed with the Fata Secretariat on  

23 June 2010. So far, the authorities report that 9,400  

individuals have registered for return. There are more than 42, 853 IDP 
families (312,826 individu als) from South Waziristan staying in DI  

Khan and Tank.  

 

 
 

 
 

 

Humanitarian Assistance / IDPôs in 

Pakistan 
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Monsoon  
 
The monsoon season has started in Pakistan.Heavy rains in the  
past few days have triggered both flash floods and riverine floods  

in several parts of the country. The worst affected areas  

have been in the provinces of Punjab and Baluchistan. Local  
 authorities are responding.The Pakistan Meteorological office is  

forecasting a heavier than usual monsoon  season. The humanitarian  
agencies are  working with the government and provincial  
authorit ies in preparedness planning.  

 

 
Submerged houses in Talli village, in Baluchistan 

 
 

 
Saudi Funding  
 

Last year, Saudi Arabia made a generous  pledge of $ 100m to the  
 humanitarian response  for internally displaced and conflict affected  
populations of Pakist an.  

 

Almost $45 million of the $100 million pledge from Saudi Arabia has 
 been disbursed. It will go to a variety of projects including food, 
shelter and medical supplies. 
 

 
One of the 25,000 all-weather tents that will be provided 
through the Saudi Funds 
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Ms.  Misako  Konno,  UNDP  Goodwill  Ambassador  visited  Pakistan  to  promote  bilateral  relations  

between  Japan  and  Pakistan.   

 

Islamabad July 26, 2010: Ms. Misako Konno, the longest serving UNDP Goodwill Ambassador, well -known 

Japanese actress, TV personality and essayist visited Pakistan from 20th to 24th July 2010. The purpose of 
her visit to Pakis tan was to meet with UNDPôs key stakeholders including government leaders, partners and 
project beneficiaries to promote Pakistanôs development agenda. 

 

Welcoming the Goodwill Ambassador Mr. Toshihiro Tanaka, Country Director, UNDP Pakistan said ñher visit is 
timely and very encouraging for the people of Pakistan as well as for humanitarian and development 
communities who have been engaged in the efforts to address multiple challenges on ground.ò   

 

 

During her visit she met with Begum Shahnaz Wazir Ali, S pecial Assistant to Prime Minister on Social Issues, 
H.E. Mr. Chihiro Atsumi, Ambassador of Japan to Pakistan, Mr. Saeed Qureshi, Member, Board of Directors, 

Mahbub -ul Haq Human Development Centre and officials from Economic Affairs Division. She also met with 
members of Noor Citizen Community Board (CCB), Haripur and Mr. Daniyal Aziz, Chairman, Devolution Trust 
for Community Empowerment (DTCE ) and announced a donation for Noor Women Vocational Centre from 

income received from her recent book describing he r experience as Goodwill Ambassador.  

 

Ms. Konno visited Muzaffarbad, Pakistan Administered Kashmir and Nowshera, Khyber Pakhtoonkhwa and 
met with communities affected by earthquake, conflict and influx of refugees. She also visited various project 

sites o f UNDP community initiatives including community physical infrastructure schemes, check dams and 
women development center. She appreciated the commitment of the communities towards their economic 
and social empowerment and the positive role of women in har d times and post -crisis situations. During her 

visit to Muzafrabad she met with H.E. Raja Zulqarian Khan, President, Azad Jammu and Kashmir and H.E. 
Raja Mohammad Farooq Haider Khan, Prime Minister, Azad Jammu and Kashmir.  

 

At the end of her visit, in an exclusive interview to PTV she said ñPakistan and its people are very hospitable, 

kind and peace loving. I wish to promote the positive image and real voices of Pakistani people in my home 
country, Japan.ò  

Agriculture, Rural Development, and Poverty Reduction 
 

http://undp.org.pk/ms-misako-konno-undp-goodwill-ambassador-visited-pakistan-to-promote-bilateral-relations-between-japan-and-pakistan.html
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Japan is currently the third largest donor to P akistan with ongoing assistance to Pakistan at US$1 billion in 
large -scale infrastructure transport, irrigation, health and education etc. The government of Japan is 
providing generous support to UNDPôs Sustainable Development through Peace Building, Governance and 

Economic Recovery Project in Malakand Division and Refugees Affected and Hosting Area Programme.  

 

 

UN agency opens up access to largest database of hunger statistics  

 

 
Free access to FAO database contributes to sustainable development  

 

9 July 2010 ï The worldôs largest and most comprehensive database on food, agriculture and hunger is now 
open to the public, free of charge, the United Nations Food and  Agriculture Organization ( FAO ) announced 
today.  

Previously, it was possible to download a limited amount of information from FAOSTAT , but access to large 

amounts of data required  a paid annual subscription.  

The database contains over one million data points covering more than 200 countries and territories.  

Hafez Ghanem, FAOôs Assistant Director General for Economic and Social Development, characterized the 

information as ñan important tool to alleviate poverty, promote sustainable development and eliminate 
hunger,ò voicing hope that economists, planners and policy-makers in the developing world can put the data 
to good use.  

http://www.fao.org/
http://faostat.fao.org/
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Todayôs announcement is part of an ongoing FAO effort to provide easier and more direct access to its vast 
information trove.  

ñFAOSTAT is a powerful tool that can be used not just to see where hunger occurs, but to drill down and 
better understand why hunger occurs ï and what might be done to combat it,ò said Pietro Gennari, the 

agencyôs Statistics Division Director.  

ñItôs especially designed to support monitoring, analysis and informed, evidence-based policy -making 
specifically related to rural and agricultural development and hunger reduction, the only tool  of its kind,ò he 

added.  

The information can help arm developing countries with the intelligence needed to better compete in the 

global market, while it can be utilized by donor countries to identify specific sectors to target their aid.  

 

 

 

 

UN and Oxfor d University unveil new index to measure poverty  

 
Cash transfer programme in Malawi changes the lives of families in extreme poverty  

 

14 July 2010 ï The United Nations Development Programme ( UNDP ) and Oxford University today launched a 
new index to measure poverty levels which they said give a ñmultidimensionalò picture of people living in 
hardship, and could help target devel opment resources more effectively.  

The new measure, the Multidimensional Poverty Index, or MPI, was developed and applied by the Oxford 
Poverty and Human Development Initiative (OPHI) with UNDP support, the two institutions said in a joint 

press release.  

It will be featured in the forthcoming 20th anniversary edition of the UNDP Human Development Report, and 

replaces the Human Poverty Index, which had been included in these reports since 1997.  

This yearôs Human Development Report will be published in late October, but research findings from the MPI 

were made available today at a policy forum in London and on line on the websites of OPHI  and the UNDP 
Human Development Report .  

The MPI assesses a range of critical factors or ñdeprivationsò at the household level: from education to health 

outcomes to assets and services. Taken together, these factors provide a fuller portrait of acute poverty than 
simple income measures, according to OPHI and UNDP.  

The measure reveals the nature and extent of poverty at different levels: from household up to regional, 
national and international levels. The multidimensional approach to assessing poverty has been adapted for 
national use in Mexico, a nd is now being considered by Chile and Colombia.  

http://www.undp.org/
http://www.ophi.org.uk/
http://hdr.undp.org/en/
http://hdr.undp.org/en/
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ñThe MPI is like a high resolution lens which reveals a vivid spectrum of challenges facing the poorest 
households,ò said OPHI Director Sabina Alkire, who created the MPI with James Foster of George Washington 

University.  

The UNDP Human Development Report Office is joining forces with OPHI to promote international discussions 

on the practical applicability of this multidimensional approach to measuring poverty.  

ñWe are featuring the Multidimensional Poverty Index in the 20th anniversary edition of the Human 
Development Report this year because we consider it a highly innovative approach to quantifying acute 

poverty,ò Jeni Klugman, Director of the UNDP Human Development Report Office and the principal author of 
this yearôs report, said.  

ñThe MPI provides a fuller measure of poverty than the traditional dollar-a-day formulas. It is a valuable 
addition to the family of instruments we use to examine broader aspects of well -being, including UNDPôs 
Human Develop ment Index and other measures of inequality across the population and between genders,ò 

she added.  

 

 
 

 

 

New approach to HIV treatment could save 10 million lives, says UN report  

 
Michel Sidibé, UNAIDS Executive Director, with the Outlook  report  

 

13 July 2010 ï A new United Nations report says that a radically simplified approach to ensuring access to 
HIV treatment for everyone who needs it could prevent 10 mi llion deaths by 2025 and 1 million new 
infections annually.  

The so -called Treatment 2.0 , says the Joint UN Programme on HIV/AIDS ( UNAIDS ), could lower the cost of 
treatment, simplify treatment regimens, ease the burden on health systems, and improve the quality of life 

for people living with HIV and their families.  

ñWe can bring down costs so investments can reach more people,ò Michel Sidib®, UNAIDS Executive Director, 
said  at the reportôs launch in Geneva today. ñThis means doing things better ï knowing what to do, 

channelling resources in the right direction and not wasting them, bringing down prices and containing costs. 
We must do more with less.ò  

The agency estimates that there were 33.4 million people living with HIV worldwide at the end  of 2008, as 
well as nearly 2.7 million new infections and 2 million AIDS -related deaths.  

It adds that only one third of the worldôs 15 million people in need of HIV treatment are accessing life-saving 
medicines.  

For the new plan to succeed, the agencyôs Outlook  report calls for action to be taken across five key areas.  

Health and Population 
 

http://data.unaids.org/pub/Outlook/2010/20100713_outlook_treatment2_0_en.pdf
http://www.unaids.org/en/default.asp
http://www.unaids.org/en/KnowledgeCentre/Resources/PressCentre/PressReleases/2010/20100713_PR_Outlook.asp
http://data.unaids.org/pub/Outlook/2010/20100713_outlook_report_web_en.pdf
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Firstly, it calls for the creation of a better pill that is less toxic and for a simple diagnost ic tool to monitor 
treatment.  

Secondly, evidence suggests that people living with HIV who have reduced the level of virus in their bodies, 
through antiretroviral therapy, are less likely to transmit it. As a result, UNAIDS says that if everyone in need 

has access to treatment, this could reduce the number of new HIV infections by one third annually.  

The report also urges slashing the cost of antiretroviral treatment, especially for hospitalization and 
monitoring treatment, which can cost twice as much as drugs.  

Fourth, UNAIDS stresses the need to improve voluntary HIV testing and counselling, since starting treatment 
at the right time, optimally when their CD4 count ï a measure of immune system strength ï is around 350, 

boosts the efficacy of treatment an d increases life expectancy.  

Lastly, Treatment 2.0 will be fully successful if communities are mobilized and involved in managing 

treatment programmes and access.  

ñNot only could Treatment 2.0 save lives, it has the potential to give us a significant prevention dividend,ò 

said Mr. Sidibé.  

The report also shows that young people are leading the prevention revolution, with 15 of the most severely 
affected countries reporting a 25 per cent drop in HIV prevalence among this key population.  

In eight countrie s ï C¹te dôIvoire, Ethiopia, Kenya, Malawi, Namibia, Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe ï 
significant HIV prevalence declines have been accompanied by positive changes in sexual behaviour among 

young people.  

Mr. Sidibé cautioned that flatlining or reductions i n investments in HIV will only hurt the AIDS response, with 

nearly $27 billion required this year to meet country -set targets for universal access to HIV prevention, 

treatment, care and support.  

ñThe AIDS response needs a stimulus package now,ò the official underlined. ñDonors must not turn back on 
investments at a time when the AIDS response is showing results.ò  

His agency recommends that nations invest between 0.5 and 3 per cent of government revenue into their 
AIDS response programmes, but warned that for the majority of countries severely affected by the epidemic, 
national investments, even at optimal levels, are insufficient.  

Also included in the report released today are the results of a public opinion poll  that shows that nearly 
three decades into the epidemic, countries continue to rank AIDS high on the list of the most important 
challenges the world faces.  

Overall in the survey, AIDS is perceived to be the t op healthcare issue in the world, followed by safe drinking 
water.  

The publication wraps up with a ñLast Wordò from UNAIDS Goodwill Ambassador Annie Lennox, who said that 
ñas a woman and mother, I feel compelled to speak out, and try to raise awareness in the best way I can, to 

try to use my platform to do so.ò  

 

 

 

 

http://data.unaids.org/pub/Outlook/2010/20100713_outlook_benchmark_en.pdf
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'Everyone counts,' Ban says, stressing importance of census data in improving lives  

 
Schoo l girls in Sierra Leone  

 

11 July 2010 ï With dozens of countries carrying out United Nations -supported national censuses this year, 
Secretary -General Ban Ki -moon marked this year's World Population Day by stressing the importance of 
gathering information t o bolster good governance, transparency and accountability.  

ñPopulation data helps leaders and policy-makers to make informed decisions about policies and programmes 

to reduce poverty and hunger, and advance education, health and gender equality,ò Mr. Ban said in his 
message  for the Day.  

He underscored the importance of solid data to effectively respond to humanitarian crises.  

The theme of this year's Day is ñEveryone counts,ò and ñto be counted is to become visible,ò especially for 
women and young people, the Secretary -General said.  

Data sorted by age and gender can help decision -makers better respond to the needs of women and youth in 
a bid to create a more equitable society, he added.  

Also emphasizing the importance of gathering reliable information is Thoraya Ahmed Obaid, Executive 
Director of the UN Population Fund ( UNFPA ), which is helping carry out censuses in many parts of the world, 

including Iraq.  

ñWith quality data, we can better track and make greater progress to achieve the Millennium Development 
Goals [ MDGs ],ò she said , referring to the eight anti -poverty targets with a 2015 deadline.  

Also assisting countries carry out censuses is the UN Statistics Division ( UNSD ), which establishes a Global 
Programme on Population and Housing Census every decade, with Member States reviewing the methodology 
and techniques at every round.  

For the latest decade , nearly 100 countries and areas have already carried out a census, resulting in more 
than 2 billion people ï representing roughly one third of the worldôs population ï having been calculated.  

Events to celebrate the Day will be held around the world, including in Timor -Leste, which is carrying out its 
census this month, with UNFPA assistance.  

The small South -East Asian nation, which the UN shepherded to independence in 2002, faces numerous 
challenging obstacles in its census, which will take place between 11 and 25 July.  

Timo r-Leste, which does not have an address system, is a mountainous country with hard - to - reach rural 
areas and extremely low media penetration, complicating the census operation.  

 

 

http://www.un.org/apps/sg/sgstats.asp?nid=4670
http://www.unfpa.org/public/home
http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/
http://www.unfpa.org/public/site/global/lang/en/pid/6224
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic/sources/census/2010_PHC/default.htm
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Mangrove loss outpacing destruction of land - based forests, UN reports  

 
Mangroves Cut in forest  

 

14 July 2010 ï Despite restoration efforts by some countries, mangroves are being lost at a rate three to four 
times higher than  land -based forests, with one fifth of all of the worldôs mangroves thought to have been lost 

in the past three decades, according to a new United Nations report.  

Mangrove losses have slowed to 0.7 per cent annually, but the authors of the new atlas ï the  first global 

assessment of mangroves in more than a decade ï warn that any further destruction due to shrimp farming 
and coastal development will result in significant economic and ecological declines.  

Mangroves ï forests straddling land and sea ï are be lieved to generate up to $9,000 per hectare, a strong 
argument in favour of mangrove management, protection and restoration.  

The global area of mangroves, some 150,000 square kilometers, is equivalent to the area of Suriname or half 

of the Philippines.  

ñTogether, the science and the economics can drive policy shifts,ò said  Achim Steiner, Executive Director of 

the UN Environment Programme ( UNEP ).  

He noted that 1,200 protected areas are safeguarding one quarter of the worldôs remaining mangroves while 

many countries are embarking on major restorations, ña positive signal upon which to build and to accelerate 
a def initive response in 2010, the UNôs International Year of Biodiversity.ò  

More than 100 top mangrove researchers and organizations provided data, reviews and other input for the 
World Mangrove Atlas, a joint effort of UNEP, the UN Food and Agriculture Organ ization ( FAO ), and other 
groups.  

ñMangrove forests are the ultimate illustration of why humans need nature,ò said Mark Spalding, lead author 
of the publication, which he noted illustrates the ñextraordinary synergiesò between people and forests.  

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
Enhancing urban resilience against disasters can spur development ï UN official  

Environment 
 

Disaster Risk Management 
 

http://unep.org/Documents.Multilingual/Default.asp?DocumentID=630&ArticleID=6645&l=en&t=long
http://www.unep.org/
http://www.fao.org/
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Making Cities Resilient campaign  

 

12 July 20 10 ï Dozens of cities have signed on to a United Nations initiative to boost their resilience against 

natural hazards, which, according to a senior official with the world body, can accelerate progress towards 
achieving development targets.  

So far, 58 cit ies have joined the campaign, entitled Making Cities Resilient: My City is Getting Ready , 

which was launched in May and calls on leaders and local governments to commit to a 10 -poin t checklist.  

Margareta Wahlström, the Secretary -Generalôs Special Representative for Disaster Risk Reduction, told 

reporters in New York today that the scheme is ñextremely importantò in the context of achieving the 
Millennium Development Goals ( MDGs ), the eight anti -poverty targets with a 2015 deadline.  

Reducing the risks to cities ï now home to more than half of the worldôs population ï posed by disasters can 
help the world reach these Goals, she said.  

For example, achieving the second MDG ï ensuring that all children complete primary schooling ï means that 
more than 100 million additional children will attend school. Because more schools will have to be erected to 
accommodate these young people, ñwhy not build them safer?ò Ms. Wahlstrºm asked.  

Resilience, she said, includes cities having a budget for risk reduction and ensuring that their critical 

infrastructure ï sanitation, hospitals and others ï are able to withstand disasters. It also entails urban  areas 
having early warning systems in place for emergencies, as well as systems ready for any recovery effort.  

The campaign, coordinated by the UN International Strategy for Disaster Reduction ( ISDR ), seeks to give 
cities a forum to share their experiences and expertise, especially given that risks are on the upswing due to 

increases in weather - related disasters.  

The official voiced optimism that cities around the world will be successful in shoring up their readine ss for 

hazards, citing Makati City, in the Philippines, as an example of an urban area that has enhanced its 
resilience.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
UN stresses safeguarding human rights in humanitarian emergencies  

Cross Cutting Themes / Other Issues 
 

http://www.unisdr.org/english/campaigns/campaign2010-2011/
http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/
http://www.unisdr.org/
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Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights Kyung -wha Kang  

 

15 July 2010 ï United Nations human rights experts today called for ensuring that measures to protect the 

rights of people affected by humanitarian emergencies are integrated in all stages of the response effort.  

ñIt is widely accepted that human rights considerations must be made an integral part of humanitarian 

responses,ò Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights Kyung-wha Kang said at an event held at UN 
Headquarters. ñThe issue is no longer whether there should be a human rights-based approach to relief, but 
rather how best to implement this approach.ò  

Todayôs discussion, held in connection with the humanitarian affairs segment of the annual session of the UN 
Economic and Social Council ( ECOSOC ), highlighted the need to keep in mind the needs of specific groups in 
vulnerable situations, especially women and children, drawing on lessons learned from the response to the 12 

January earthquake in Haiti.  

Ms. Kang noted that the various monitoring and technical cooperation mechanisms, collectively known as the 

special procedures, can contribute to the protection needs of populations in emergencies and post -cr isis 
situations in a number of ways.  

The special procedures consist of experts such as special rapporteurs, special representatives, independent 
experts or working groups who are entrusted by the UN Human Rights Council with examining, monitoring 
and publ icly reporting on human rights situations in specific countries or on major rights issues, and do so in 

an independent and unpaid capacity.  

The thematic work of the special procedures, Ms. Kang pointed out, can provide legal, policy and operational 
guidan ce for humanitarian actors to ensure the protection of the rights of people affected by emergencies.  

They can also provide timely response and expertise on such issues as displacement, access to goods and 
services, housing, freedom of movement, missing pe rsons, and the right to life. In addition, they can raise 

awareness about specific protection concerns and provide technical support during emergencies.  

For example, mandate -holders on slavery, sale of children, trafficking, and violence against children played an 

important role in drawing attention to the increased risk faced by unaccompanied and separated children in 
Haiti to being abducted, enslaved, sold or trafficked due to increased insecurity following the earthquake.  

Rashida Manjoo, the Special Ra pporteur on Violence against Women, said it is a well known fact that complex 

humanitarian emergencies and natural disasters have a differential impact on men and women.  

ñWomen and children, particularly girls, often see their fundamental human rights, such as the right to 

physical integrity and to a life free from violence, directly threatened in humanitarian emergencies and in 
post -disaster situations,ò she told the meeting.  

ñThey are often at risk of sexual violence and exploitation, and their health needs ï including access to 
sexual, reproductive and maternal health care services ï are often overlooked and neglected.ò  

http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/index.shtml
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She said the mandate of the Special Rapporteur on violence against women has advocated for ñgender-
sensitive humanitarian assistanceò which can help in mitigating the different and negative effects that 

complex emergencies and natural disasters have on men and women.  

Human rights and humanitarian crises are indeed interrelated, said Michel Forst, the Independent Expert on 

the Situation of Human Rights in Haiti.  

He noted that the devastating quake that struck Haiti not only exacted a massive toll in lives and livelihoods 
but also destroyed most government buildings, schools, hospitals, national heritage sites and churches.  

When he visit ed the country in the immediate aftermath of the quake, he was able to see for himself how the 
two sets of rights ï economic, social and cultural rights as well as civil and political rights ï had been affected 

by the crisis.  

ñIndeed, the two sets of rights have been deeply affected,ò he stated. A large part of the population in the 

affected areas had lost not only their houses and belongings but also their documents, including identification 
and voter cards, diplomas, property records, and birth and marri age certificates, and thus had also lost the 
chance to claim their civil and political rights.  

ñHuman rights and humanitarian assistance are sometimes seen as two competing priorities, as if one could 
not see that the two are interconnected,ò he stated.  

ñPast experiences have shown that in all humanitarian crises, human rights are at risk.ò  

 

In historic move, UN creates single entity to promote womenôs empowerment 

 
Secretary -General Ban Ki -moon (left) and GA President Ali Treki at meeting which approved UN Women  

 

2 July 2010 ï In a bid to accelerate the empowerment of women, the General Assembly today voted 

unanimously to create a dynamic new entity merging four United Nations offices focusing on gender equality, 
a move hailed by Secretary -General Ban Ki -moon and other senior officials.  

ñThe newest member of the UN family has been born today,ò Mr. Ban told  the Assembly after it passed the 

resolution setting up the new UN Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women, to be known as 
UN Women.  

ñThis is truly a watershed day,ò he declared.  

The new body will merge four of the world bodyôs agencies and offices: UN Development Fund for Women 

(UNIFEM ), the Division for the Advancement of Women ( DAW ), the Office  of the Special Adviser on Gender 
Issues, and the UN International Research and Training Institute for the Advancement of Women ( UN -
INSTRAW ).  

ñBy bringing together four parts of the UN system dedicated to womenôs issues, Member States have created 
a much stronger voice for women and for gender equality at the global level,ò said the Secretary-General.  

http://www.un.org/apps/sg/sgstats.asp?nid=4656
http://www.unifem.org/
http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/
http://www.un.org/womenwatch/osagi/
http://www.un-instraw.org/
http://www.un-instraw.org/
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ñIt will now be much more difficult for the world to ignore the challenges facing women and girls ï or to f ail to 
take the necessary action,ò he added.  

UN Women is the result of years of negotiations among Member States and advocacy by the global womenôs 
movement. Set to become operational next January, it will drive the world bodyôs efforts to promote womenôs 

rights.  

UN Women is set to have an annual budget of at least $500 million ï double the current combined resources 
of the four agencies it will comprise.  

Mr. Ban acknowledged that many Member States are facing resource constraints due to the global econo mic 
downturn, but expressed confidence that the new office will receive strong financial support.  

ñUN Women is a recognition of a simple truth,ò he said in a statement  issued by his spokespers on.  

ñEquality for women and girls is not only a basic human rights, it is a social and economic imperative. Where 
women are educated and empowered, economies are more productive and strong. Where women are fully 
represented, societies are more peaceful an d stable,ò it added.  

ñTodayôs action will do more than simply consolidate United Nations offices,ò Deputy Secretary-General Asha -
Rose Migiro told reporters  earlier today. ñIt will consolidate the United Nations strengths.ò  

She noted that while the UN has made significant strides, it has also faced serious challenges such as 
inadequate funding and fragmentation.  

One of the main goals of UN Women will be to support the Commission on the Stat us of Women (CSW) and 
other inter -governmental bodies in devising policies.  

The new body will also aim to help Member States implement standards, provide technical and financial 

support to countries which request it, and forge partnerships with civil soci ety.  

Within the UN, it will hold the world body accountable for its own commitments on gender equality.  

ñUN Women will give women and girls the strong, unified voice they deserve on the world stage,ò Ms. Migiro 

said, calling today a ñpositive and exciting momentò for the entire UN family.  

Set to be based in New York, UN Women will be headed by an Under -Secretary -General, to be appointed by 
Secretary -General Ban Ki -moon.  

The UN, said General Assembly President Ali Treki, is ñuniquely placedò to take the leading role on the issue of 
promoting womenôs rights, expressing his delight at the creation of UN Women.  

 
 

UNCTAD launches World Investment Report 2010: Investing in a Low - Carbon Economy:  
 
The World Investment Report (WIR)  is a flagship publication of t he United Nations Conference on Trade 

and Development (UNCTAD), published annually since 1991.  
 
The Report focuses on trends in foreign direct investment (FDI) worldwide, at the regional and country levels 
and emerging measures to improve its contribution  to development.  

  
Mr. Supachai Panitchpakdi, Secretary -General, UNCTAD, in his statement at the launch of the report, at 

Geneva said that this year, the twentieth edition of the WIR focuses on investing in a low - carbon 

economy : it examines, in particular,  the role that transnational corporations can play in supporting the 

http://www.un.org/apps/sg/sgstats.asp?nid=4657
http://www.un.org/apps/dsg/offthecuff.asp?nid=221
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transition of developing countries to such an economy. The climate change negotiations in Copenhagen in 
2009 centered on targets for emissions and the costs of climate change mitigation a nd adaptation. As 

UNCTAD reported in its Trade and Development Report last year, we believe that there are opportunities for 
developing countries offered by climate change adaptation. This yearôs WIR builds on that analysis and 
provides arguments for the r ole that the private sector can play in the process of adapting to a low -carbon 
economy.  

  
This yearôs Report examines the latest trends in FDI flows and policies, especially as the global economy 
starts to emerge from the crisis, and contains two key mess ages:  

  
 First,  the outlook for FDI flows in the short to medium term is ñcautiously optimisticò; 

 Second , governments the world over are rebalancing their approach to FDI promotion, with an increasingly 

closer scrutiny and regulation of FDI inflows, albeit wi th the continuation of long -standing trends towards 
liberalization.  
  
UNCTAD estimates that in 2009 low -carbon FDI flows into three key low -carbon business areas (renewables, 

recycling and manufacturing of products related to environmental technology) alon e amounted to $90 billion. 
The potential for cross -border low -carbon investment is therefore enormous, as the world transitions to a low -
carbon economy.  

  
While a large number of developing countries are not major greenhouse gas (GHG) emitters, attracting low -
carbon foreign investment and technology still offers opportunities for them. Benefits could include 

strengthened productive capacities, enhanced export competitiveness, a contribution to global climate change 
mitigation and an acceleration of their ow n transition to a low -carbon economy, which is imperative in the 
long term.  
  

Policymakers need to maximize the benefits and minimize the risks of low -carbon foreign investment but this 
is not straightforward, especially since most developing countries hav e little experience in this area. In 
addition, national strategies to promote low -carbon foreign investment and related technology dissemination 

need to be coordinated with climate change and investment policies at the international level. However, many 
developing countries lack financial resources and institutional capabilities to do this effectively. An 

international support structure is thus essential.  
  

Against this background, UNCTAD is proposing a global partnership to coordinate synergies between 
inv estment and climate change policies to promote low -carbon foreign investment. The key elements of the 
partnership would include:  

  
 Establishing clean - investment promotion strategies.  

 Enabling the dissemination of clean technology.  

 Securing the con tribution of IIAs to climate change mitigation.  

 Harmonizing corporate disclosure of GHG emissions.  

 Setting up an international low -carbon technical assistance centre  

   

This yearôs Report reminds us that the world does not stand still. Indeed, the constantly evolving landscape of 
TNCs and investment, along with the emerging investment policy setting, poses three sets of key challenges 
for investment for development:  
  

 One , to strike the right policy balance between the rights and  

obligations of inv estors and the State;  
 Two,  to enhance the relationship between investment and  

development; and  
 Three,  to ensure coherence between national and international  

investment policies, and between investment policies and other public  
policies.  
  
Despite som e progress in recent years, the world is still in need of a sound international investment regime 

that effectively promotes sustainable development for all. With the increasing impact of climate change on all 

countries, this need has become greater than ev er before.  
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UN SECRETARY -GENERALôS MESSAGE ON WORLD POPULATION DAY 11 July 2010  
  

 ñThis year, some 60 countries are collecting data and counting people as part of the 2010 census process.  A 
census is the only statistical operation that covers the whole population and all areas of a country.  UNFPA ï 

the United Nations Population Fund ï and other partners are supporting this massive effort in many parts of 

the world.   

  

Access to good data is a component of good governance, transparency and accountabilit y.  Population 
data helps leaders and policy -makers to make informed decisions about policies and programmes to reduce 
poverty and hunger, and advance education, health and gender equality.   Solid data is also needed to 

effectively respond to humanitarian crises.   
  
The theme of this yearôs World Population Day is ñEveryone countsò.  To be counted is to become 

visible.  This is especially important for women and young people.  Data that is sorted by gender and age can 
foster increased responsiveness by nat ional decision -makers to the rights and needs of women and youth and 
help build a more equitable and prosperous society.  

  

It is promising that many countries that were unable to complete a national census in the past have 
reported success during this cur rent round.  The next challenge will be to ensure the data is used to make 
evidence -based plans and policies that will improve opportunities for current and future generations.    

  
On this World Population Day, I call on decision -makers everywhere to make each and every person 

count.  Only by considering the needs of all women and men, girls and boys, can we achieve the Millennium 

Development Goals and advance the shared values of the United Nations.ò 

 

 

 

Progress Brief Gender Justice Through Musalihat Anjum an Project (GJTMAP)  
 

 

 
Project Goal:  
ñTo promote and safeguard the rights and lawful entitlements of all, particularly the vulnerable segments of 

the society, by institutionalizing a community -  supported Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) mechanism 
thr ough the entity of Musalihat Anjuman (MA)ò. 
 

Project Objectives:  
Å To constitute and mobilize Musalihat Anjumans in all Unions Councils in the selected districts (under 

Section 102, LGO 2001);  
Å Capacity building of Musalihat Anjumans through MASS (Musalihat A njuman Support Services) to 

dispense gender justice at the community level;  
Å To establish partnerships between judiciary, police and Musalihat Anjuman for accountable, fair and 

equitable dispensation of justice;  
Å Community advocacy for legal rights of women,  and menôs role in ending violence. 
 

Project Progress:  
 

i)  Policy Level Achievements:  
Å Consensus developed amongst provinces to retain and provide adequate legal cover to Musalihat 

Anjumans in their revised Local Government laws. All four provincial government s have formally 
agreed to retain the Musalihat Anjumans during the interim period starting from the dissolution of 
current local governments and leading to the next local government elections.  

Å Rules of Business (RoBs) have been developed after consensus a nd notified for MAs in all four 
Provinces. The Project is providing technical back -stopping, inputs and following up with the Provinces 

regarding the future role and shape of MAs.  The province of  Gilgit -Baltistan, FATA (through Governor 
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KPK & FATA Secret ariat) and the Government of AJK has also been approached to formulate laws for 
Musalihat Anjuman and ADR for provision of dispute resolution mechanism in these areas.  

 

 
 

ii)  Operational Achievements:  
Å 1063 MAs established in all Union Councils (UCs) of the tw enty (20) selected project districts ï 05 in 

each province, with 992 (93% MAs) having women members as musleh. The selected districts 

include: Quetta, Lasbela, Loralai, Gawadar, Ziarat in Balochistan; Abbotabad, D.I. Khan, Mardan, 
Nowshera and Haripur in K hyber Pakhtunkhwa; Attock, Bahawalpur, Multan, Mianwali and Jehlum in 
Punjab; and Dadu, Shikarpur, Sanghar, Jacobabad and Shaheed Benazirabad in Sindh.  

Å Since October 2006, 11,347 (78%) disputes amicably settled out of a total of 14,547 received in the 
pro ject districts.  The rest of the disputes are under process. Almost 45% of disputes reported to MAs 
were brought by women or involves female as a party.  

Å Project rated as a best practice model by Third Party Evaluators (includes: ADB/EAD, UNDP/GSP, etc.)  
Å As a result of tangible results achieved by the Project the honourable Prime Minister of Pakistan has 

directed for additional GoP resources (Rs. 485m) for the donor -driven initiative for consolidation in 20 

existing districts and further expansion to 12 new districts. Addl. amount provided as cost sharing by 
GoB of Rs. 25 m; GoS of Rs. 50 m; and GoKP about Rs. 40 m. GoPb has also committed Rs. 50 m for 
its selected districts and its approval is in the pipeline.  
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iii)  Partnership with Judiciary:  
Å The project has d eveloped extensive linkages with the judiciary to ensure integration of the institution 

of Musalihat Anjuman and the Alternate Dispute Resolution (ADR) at the policy level. As a result of 
these endeavors, not only that the importance of Musalihat Anjumans and the ADR has been 
recognized at the highest levels but the superior judiciary is actively promoting these concepts as 

well.  

Å The project was especially invited and its advocacy material circulated during the National Judicial 
Policy Making Implementatio n Workshop organized by the Supreme Court of Pakistan (SCP) on July 4 

ï 5, 2009 at Islamabad. The ñIslamabad Declarationò announced by the honourable Chief Justice of 
Pakistan at the concluding session highlights the role of ADR & MAs (Refer paras: 9, 10, and 16) in 
reducing case load from District judiciary and in provision speedy justice for all. It states that: 
ñNecessary steps should be taken to fully apply and implement the ADR mechanisms such as 

Musalihat Anjuman in order to reduce the burden on the c ourtsò.   
Å Further, the SCP Working Group on ADR chaired by Mr. Justice Tassaduq Hussain Jillani, Judge SCP, 
at the National Judicial Conference in April 2010, recommended that ñThere is need to create 

awareness about the law relating to óAnjumanπeπMasaliha t Councilô at grassroots level.ò  

Å Directives have also been issued to subordinate/district judiciary by all four High Courts for referral of 
under - trail cases to Musalihat Anjumans in the selected GJTMAP districts.  

Å Under SCP directives, the project has be en collaborating with the Federal Judicial Academy, 

Islamabad, for organizing trainings and orientation sessions for the judiciary from all provinces. As a 
result, 297 District & Session Judges, Addl. District Judges, Civil Judges and Senior Civil Judges h ave 
been trained thus far in Alternate Dispute Resolution.  

Å The project as per advice from the Chairperson ADR Committee, Supreme Court of Pakistan, is 
undertaking a thorough legal review titled ñA Legal Review to suggest Amendments into Existing 
Laws, Rul es and Procedures for Smooth Functioning of MAsò of related laws, rules and procedures to 

suggest necessary amendments to the concerned authorities (including: Law & Justice Commission of 
Pakistan) for greater harmonization, strengthening, institutionalizi ng and ensuring smooth functioning 
of the Musalihat Anjumans in future. The proposed recommendations have been formulated and 

shared with SCP & the judiciary for feedback.   
Å A ñCourt Book: Regarding ADR & Musalihat Anjumansò has been developed by the Project for referral 

of Cases from the judiciary to Musalihat Anjumans.  The suggestions and recommendations of the 

judiciary on the draft have been incorporated and itôs under print. Training of Trainers is planned for 
judiciary at the Federal & Provincial tra ining academies.  

Å An international panel of ADR experts has been engaged by the Project for developing ADR training 

modules for Community Mediators/Musaleheen & Judiciary, imparting ToT on the module/s and 
documenting good practices and lessons learnt to en sure that the stakeholders of the project are not 
only trained to use the ADR mechanisms to their maximum potential, but also have access to the best 
of examples in the field. The module for community mediators has been developed and 32 master 

trainers fro m across Pakistan trained, whereas the one for judiciary is in the final stages of 
completion.  

Å Informative boards, outlining the procedure of availing the services of Musalihat Anjumans have been 

displayed at the district courts in Punjab and Balochistan, at the request of the respective district 
judiciary. Courts have also referred hundreds of under - trail cases to MAs in selected districts in 
Balochistan, Sindh and Punjab.  

 
iv)  Partnership with Police:  
Å As a result of the projectôs partnership with the police, directives have been issued to Police 

Department by Provincial Police Officers in Balochistan, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Punjab for 
supporting the Project in institutionalizing Musalihat Anjumans and referral of cases.  

Å Informative boards, outlining the proce dure of availing the services of Musalihat Anjumans, have been 

displayed at the police stations in Balochistan, at the request of the police.  
Å Extensive training on referrals of cases to Musalihat Anjumans and human rights are planned for the 

Police by the Project in its extension phase (2010 -13). This would include developing curriculum, 

ToTs, trainings of district/sub -district police officials at the Police Training Academies.  
Å Police have referred several cases to Musalihat Anjumans for amicable settlement  in Balochistan, 

Punjab & Sindh.  

 

v)  Capacity Building Efforts:  
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Å The Project successfully completed the capacity building trainings in all districts. Since October 2006. 
More than 15,000 stakeholders have been trained on gender sensitization, legal literacy, monitoring, 

computer skills and record keeping. The trainees included: UC Nazims and Naib Nazims, UC 
secretaries, female elected representatives, MA members, police, etc.  More than 100 master trainers 
pool has been developed by the Project in all Province s, includes: Government officials, members of 

CSOs, Academia, Community, etc.    

Å The Project has provided computers with allied accessories, record keeping registers, stationery, 
awareness raising and training materials, etc. to all districts for smooth fu nctioning, disputes 

reporting and record keeping.  
Å Additional trainings and capacity building efforts underway at Federal (NCRD, MTRI, FJA) & Provincial 

Training Academies (LG, Police, Judiciary) as well as for the stakeholders at the grassroots level, 

inc luding Musaleheen, UC staff, district judiciary, police, and government officials.  
Å Several inputs for capacity building, strengthening and vision -setting of MoLG&RD & LG Departments 

have been completed.  
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

vi)  Advocacy & Communication Efforts:  
Å The projec t conducted awareness campaigns on the national media, including: PTV, ARY, Geo, ATV, 

FM 100 & 101, local cable networks, school & college level campaigns, stage theater, electronic and 

print media campaigns, aimed at conveying the role of the Musalihat An jumans & ADR and also 
motivating the people to utilize MAs for amicable, efficient, effective and free of cost settlements of 
their disputes. Several advocacy materials (posters, brochures, leaflets, etc.) have been developed 
and distributed to the stakeho lders as well.  

Å Project has developed and regularly maintaining a web -portal ( www.gjtmap.gov.pk ) which serves as a 
knowledge management tool, advocacy & awareness raising about its efforts and for dissemination of 
information. Eminent national & international scholars, jurists and ADR experts have contributed 

articles and materials for this novel web -site in the country. This is presently being re - formulated and 
will be launched shortly.  

Å District level monitoring, c oordination, advocacy, and technical back -stopping platforms have been 

notified in all 20 districts known as Musalihat Anjuman Justice Advocates. This platform meets 
quarterly to assess progress of MAs and seek support from the district level agencies and 
implementing partners. In Punjab & Sindh District Governments have allocated cost -sharing funds for 

this important platform.   

 
 

http://www.gjtmap.gov.pk/
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For more information on the United Nations 
and its activities, please visit  the main UN 

website at www.un.org or the UN Pakistan 
website at www.un.org.pk    

 
 

 

 
 

 

For questions related to the content of this newsletter, please call (92 -51) 8355720  or 8355719 . If you wish to submit 
the name of an additional recipient to the email list, please send his/her address to unic.islamabad@unic.org . Should 
you wish to be deleted from the list, please send a message to the same address with the simple mention "unsubscribe".  
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